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Transkapela:


Klezmer Carpathian Music


(ARC Music Productions)





The Carpathian Mountains traverse the territories of the Czech Republic, Poland, Ukraine, Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. During the 19th and early 20th centuries, Jewish wandering bands crisscrossed this rugged range, performing at fairs, weddings and inns. The four- piece band Transkapela -- Ewa Wasilewska, who plays a violin inherited from her grandparents and can still remember walking from village to village to play, Maciej Filipczuk on violin and trumpet fiddle, Piotr Pniewski on cello and Robert Wasilewski on cimbalom (a kind of hammered dulcimer) and viola among other instruments – have devoted themselves to the preservation of the Carpathian Klezmer


style. The bursts of laughter, conversation and background noise that introduce many of the tracks help to set these mournful, high-energy dance tunes in their native context. Appropriately, the CD finishes with a ten-minute-plus track that combines a Klezmer tune with a new composition by the group -- demonstrating that this is one tradition that's still very much alive.
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For further information contact Samantha Wordie, 

ARC Music Productions International, 

PO Box 111 East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 4FZ. 

sam@arcmusic.co.uk. 01342 328567.


