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Jewish settlement in Eastern Europe was mainly in cities and the Carpathians was one of the few areas where the Jewish population lived a rural life and where the popular image of a klezmer band wandering from village to village was true. The mountains spread across the borders of several countries – Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania and Ukraine – and have been home to many nationalities. This music is a product of that mixed culture.
Although the name looks rather off-putting, like something on a Polish container lorry, there’s a real freshness about the music of Transkapela and they recently picked up award for Polish Folk Album of the Year . 

The four-piece band plays klezmer (and other traditional music) from the Carpathian mountains. What’s appealing about the playing is the rough texture. The music has the feel of a peasant hut with wooden shingles. You feel you could get splinters from it. There’s an organic scrape of bow on violin strings (Ewa Wasilewska), the nasal tone of a violin with a gramophone horn (Maciej Filipczuk), a sawing bass (Piotr Pniewski) and the earthy jangle of the cimbalom (Robert Wasilewski) - such a characteristic sound of Carpathian music. The Ukrainian ‘Kolomeika’, which has been covered by countless klezmer bands, is returned by Transkapela to a wonderful rustic authenticity. The disc ends with an extended ten-minute dance sequence with improvisation and development on the violin and cimbalom. It’s an excellent disc and I bet they’re great live. 
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